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[iii] To the Queen.!

ADAME,

God having created me a lover of my country
and zealous for its glory, I cannot do less than impart to
it whatever affects its interests,; and so doubtless it will
be greatly encouraged by the tidings that the name of
Fesus Christ has been proclaimed in the lands beyond the
sea, whick bear the name of France. But this news is of
especial interest to your Majesty, who, upon hearing it,
gave evidence of your great satisfaction [iv] therein.

The Christian World owes this event to the courage and
prety of Sieur de Poutrincourt,® who cannot lead a life of
idleness anud the peaceful prosperity in whick we live
through the favor of the deceased King, your Husband.
But (MADAME), if you wish to see immediate advance-
ment in this work, you must lend a helping hand. Give
it wings to fly over the seas, and to penctrate so far into
the lands beyond that, even to the uttermost parts where the
West unites with the East, every place may resound with
the name of France. 1 know that there s no lack of good-
will and loyalty in the service of the King and of your
Magesty, to the end that (after what is due to God) you
may be obeyed by all mankind. And as for me, in all that
I have cver done, I have endeavored to merit the esteem of
the King and of the public, to whom I have dedicated my
labors. [v] If I gather any fruit therefrom, I shall will-
ingly consecrate it, and all the energy God has given me, to
the enlargement of this enterprise and to whatever may
concern the welfare of your service. Meanwhile, be pleased
(MADAME) to accept this little gospel narrative ( gospel,
because bringing good tidings),whick is published in France
under your good pleasure, MADAME, by your Majesty's
very humble, very obedient and wvery faithful servant and
subject,

MARC LESCARBOT.?



